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Our Mission:

• Is to  Preserve the 
natural resource, 
the native flora and 
fauna of the beach.

• B e f i n a n c i a l l y 
p r u d e n t i n t h e 
beach’s acquisition 
and management

• Keep the beach open 
and accessible to 
m e m b e r s o f t h e 
public and the Villa 
Grande community, 
t h e i r fa m i ly a n d 
friends, including 
l o w - i n c o m e 
residents, seniors, 
and renters.

• E s t a b l i s h a 
mechanism whereby 
ownership of the 
Villa Grande Beach 
s tays w i t h i n t h e 
community.

The last few months 
have been very busy with 
activities for Friends of 
Villa Grande. In addition 
to our grant from the 
Open Space District, we 
feel confident that we 
can obtain a grant from 
the California Coastal 
Conservancy.  

We have completed a 
flood elevation survey.  
The wooden stakes with 
flags on them that you 
may have noticed at the 
beach are the stakes 
showing the 10 year and 
1 0 0 y e a r fl o o d 
e l e v a t i o n s . T h e s e 
e l e v a t i o n s w e r e 
necessary to assist the 
a p p r a i s e r w i t h 
establishing the value 
of the property.  

We are also working on a 
m a s t e r p l a n f o r 

From the President’s Desk 

$140,000 Matching Fund Grant Awarded

On September 22, we 
received notification 
from the Sonoma County 
A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Preservation and Open 
S p a c e D i s t r i c t 
(SCAPOSD) that we had 
received recommendation 
for $140,000 in matching 
grant funding from its 
C i t i z e n A d v i s o r y 
C o m m i t t e e a n d t h e 
D i s tr i c t ’ s Board of 
Directors.  The County 
Board of Supervisors 
also approved the grant 
funds.  We have received 
an appraisal and now 
n e e d t o d e v e l o p a 
conservation easement 
that will guarantee the 
land will be preserved 

F r i e n d s o f V i l l a 
Grande News

We are now on the 
web!

Check us out at:

www.villagrande.org

General Store. Please 
attend this important 
meeting. 

we will continue to be 
active with our fund 
raising efforts.  Thank 
you all for your support 
over the past year.  

I wish all of you a happy 
new year.

  Rich Holmer 
President, FOVG

Roberto preparing for 
FOVG party of 8/31/08

in its natural state.  The 
SCAPOSD funds will go 
to the acquisition of 
Patterson Point, The 
Friends have already 
raised over $20,000 in 
matching funds from 
members and friends..

Parties Raise 
M a t c h i n g 
Funds:

To launch the matching-
funds required  by the 
SCAPOSD, the Friends of 
Villa Grande held a 
series of fundraising 
p a r t i e s o n S u n d a y, 
August 31. Leah Norwood 

a n d L i n d a F i s h e r 
sponsored a river-side 
brunch at their lovely 
“Windmill House” on the 
banks of the Russian 
R i v e r , w h i c h w a s 
f o l l o w e d b y a 
c h a m p a g n e - i n f u s e d 
garden party in the 
unique garden of the 
“Faerie Grove”, home to 
Roberto Esteves and Lon 
S h a p i r o .  T h e d a y 
finished with a sunset 
cocktail party at the 
hillside home of Mike 
and Joanne McCabe. More 
than $5,600 was raised in
matching-fund donations 
for the acquisition of 
Patterson Point. Thanks 
t o a l l o f y o u w h o 
participated, sponsored 

restoring the vegetation 
on the property.  We 
want to re-establish 
native plants that will 
b e t y p i c a l o f t h e 
riparian setting.  We 
will work with a group 
called Circuit Rider 
Productions to develop 
the details of this plan.  
We have also developed a 
“Vision  Plan” which 
outlines the goals of 
FOVG for the beach 
p r o p e r t y.  T h i s i s 
available on the FOVG 
website for members to 
review.

The negotiations with 
the owners of the beach, 
the Torr Family are at a 
point where we need 
your input. To that end, 
w e a r e h o l d i n g a 
community meeting on 
January 31 at 1 pm at the 
O l d V i l l a g r a n d e 

http://www.villagrande.org
http://www.villagrande.org


 Ducks at Patterson 
Beach

FOVG
P.O. Box 28
Villa Grande, CA 
95486

Thanks to the efforts of Jon Box, the FoVG has arranged for a special propane 
discount to its members.  After soliciting proposals from Amerigas, Blue Star, 
DeCarli, Ferrellgas, McPhails, ProFlame, and Suburban propane companies, the 
FoVG has entered an exclusive agreement with Ferrellgas. This agreement 
includes a price of 0.78 cents per gallon over the bay area refinery cost of 
propane. Adding the offered margin of $0.78 cents to the refinery cost resulted 
in a cost of $1.82 per gallon on Nov. 20, 2008.  (Note the cost will drop to .70 
cents per gallon over wholesale if more than 40 new customers sign up).  Tank 
rent is 20% off the $60.00 per year for tanks up to 288 gallons and 20% off the 
$90/year charge for larger tanks. To apply for this discount contact the 
Guerneville Office of Ferrellgas (707) 869-0634 and identify yourself as a FoVG 
member. You do not need to live in Villa Grande to obtain this rate which is a 
savings of $1 or more per gallon Friends of Villa Grande is providing this as a 
benefit to members and does not endorse any particular propane company.

or helped with these amazing events.

NEXT FUNDRAISER  
An Elegant Dinner

On February 7th, at 6 pm for one 
evening, the General Store will 
transform into an Italian restaurant. 
Not just any restaurant but "La 
Trattoria Grande". World famous 
chef Sergio Giusti, owner of Firenze 
By Night, S.F. and  Mateo Nvekic, past 
owner of Napolis and Iragazzi will 
prepare the best of Italian Cuisine. 
One example of Sergio's culinary 
skills is when the "Four Tenors" last 
went to Japan; they would only agree 
to go if Sergio came as their private 
chef! This will be a Villa Grande 
Dressy affair Price: $100.00 per 
person. This Includes: cocktails, a 
three course meal, (two choices for 
main entrée), dessert and wine. For 
Reservations contact Greg or Susan, 
707 865-1074. Seating Is limited so 
make your reservation soon.

Appraisal Completed - Community 
Meeting Information

The FoVG contracted with Howard Levy, 
master appraiser, to appraise the Patterson 
Point property. Howard has substantial 
experience in establishing value of 
properties in the flood plain and has worked 
with SCAPOSD often.  We selected Howard, 
after an extensive review of other appraisers, 
due to his experience with the type of 
property we are acquiring and his excellent 
background.  The appraisal was Completed mid 
December. It came in substantially lower than 
the asking option price. The completed 
appraisal will assist the FOVG in acquiring 
the SCAPOSD grant and help in other 
fundraising. We are working with the owners, 
the Torr family, and Open Space to arrive at 
an acceptable offer on the property.

We need your input - we are holding a 
community meeting on Saturday January 31, 
2009 at 1 pm at the old general store to get 
your comments. Please attend!

Special Propane Discount For FOVG
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Please send items that 
you might like posted in 
FOVG News to: 
Ky l a B r o o k e , e d i t o r 
housematters@kbrooke.
biz
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Membership Renewal & New Member Application

YOUR DONATION COUNTS! PLEASE HELP US REACH OUR GOAL

Friends of Villa Grande, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, is dedicated to the 
preservation of Patterson’s Point in Villa Grande for use by residents, 
neighbors and friends.  Your tax-deductible contribution will also help enable 
Friends of Villa Grande to preserve the history and culture of this unique 
village.

Donation for fiscal year July 1, 2008 – June 30, 2009:
$1,000      Benefactor

$   500       Patron

$   100+    Family Membership: List below*

$     50       Contributing Member

$     25       Individual Member

$                  Additional Beach Acquisition            
   _________Donation

Check if you do NOT want to be 
sent updates by mail or email

$ ___________________  Total Donation
Check if you do NOT your name 
to be published in the list of 
FoVG members/contributors

Please list names of voting members included with this donation:

*_____________________________________ + *____________________________________

Mailing Address:
___________________________________ City: ____________________ State___ Zip:______

Email:  ______________________________  Phone: (________)_________________________

PLEASE Return with check to FovG, PO Box 28, Villa Grande, CA 95486

Looking up Stream at Patterson Point - Historic Postcard


