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Our Mission:
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Patterson Point as a 
riparian preserve for 
limited public recrea-
tion use

 Preserve the historic 
and unique character 
of Villa Grande

 Enhance the quality 
of life in the greater 
Villa Grande
community

This is my second tour as president, the 
first being during the formative years of 
the Friends of Villa Grande when we 
evolved from a series of community meet-
ings into a membership-controlled chari-
table corporation. Since then we accom-
plished the seemingly impossible: we 
raised the money and bought what be-
came the Patterson Point Preserve, and 
then undertook a mammoth restoration 
project, which in a few short years and 
although far from finished, has trans-
formed the property. And now we have 
gained possession of and are restoring  the 
historically significant Villa Grande fire-
house.

The people here are wonderful, but I want 
to give a special tip of the hat to all the 
magnificent volunteers who have worked 
so long and hard at what we do. The hard 
physical labor is much appreciated, but I 
want to also give additional thanks to all 
who do the long  meetings, the committee 
work, the record keeping, the fundraising 
and all those dozens of things that keep 
the organization running  so very well.  To 
all these wonderful friends and neighbors, 
I say this (I’m a veteran so I can use it): 
Thank you for your service.

Ken Wikle            
President, FoVG

President’s Message

Over the past months, Rich Holmer, Ron 
Bosch, Rock Ross, Roberto Esteves, Victo-
ria and Ken Wikle and Elizabeth Eichold 
power-washed, primed, sealed and then 
painted the old firehouse with two coats 
of “fire engine red.” FoVG hired Matlock 
Roofing to replace the decrepit tin roof 
using  a windfall $2,000 donation by a 
film company that shot a commercial off 
Patterson Point. Suzie Baxman and Eliza-
beth are sprucing up the “V.G.F.D.” letters 
with a coat of gold paint, and the next 
project will be to stabilize the foundation 
of this historic community resource. 

Upgrade for Villa Grande Firehouse

December 2014
ISSUE 16

Rock Ross primes the historic firehouse.

Propane Program Progress
As most of you know, one of the benefits 
of membership in Friends of Villa Grande 
is access to discounted propane pricing. 
The program, now ending  its sixth year, is 
available to homes in Villa Grande, to the 
west on Moscow Road and in the Terraces 
all the way to the Monte Rio fire 
station. Our current 3 year contract with 
Northern Energy Propane is being re-
newed, through their new owner since 

May 2013, Amerigas.  The transition has 
had its challenges, as Amerigas’ billing 
system did not carry over FoVG member-
ship information.  With the issues now 
resolved, we are putting the finishing 
touches on a new contract (2015-2017) 
that will continue the discount for existing 
as well as new subscribers.  For more de-
tails on the program, please contact 
friends@villagrande.org.



Masks, feathers and fantasy will turn this winter’s FoVG 
fundraiser into a magical evening of fun on January 24th. 
The General Store will be transformed into a Grande Vene-
tian Villa, minus the canals. Masked revelers are invited to 
arrive at 7 p.m. and enjoy Venetian “cicchetti” (appetizers). 
The “Grande Gondoliers,” a local trio, will begin playing 
dance music at 8  and Italian desserts will be served start-
ing at 9. The sparkling evening will feature two signature 
drinks: prosecco and aperol (plus non-alcoholic alterna-
tives) with the appetizers, and Venetian coffee (which in-
cludes brandy and whipped cream) with desserts. Masks 

are obligatory for all attendees, so come in disguise and 
have a ball! Tickets include one drink and are available in 
advance for $55 per person. This event is limited to 55, 
and reservations are required. To reserve your spot, go to:           
tinyurl.com/VGVenice

PPP Trailhead Makeover
The area at the top of the path leading to Patterson Point 
Preserve has been undergoing  changes over the past few 
months.  As presented at last July’s community meeting, the 
effort is designed to improve the information offered to visi-
tors, restore native plants and reduce the visual clutter of 
the plastic bins and facilities in the area.

Information Panels and Signage Four panels have been cre-
ated and placed alongside the trail in two sets of two to 
welcome and inform visitors to PPP.  The first panel, “wel-
come,” names the Preserve and describe the roles of FoVG 

and Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation and Open 
Space District. The second, “visitor’s guide” panel is de-
signed to explain the rules and information about the use of 
the Preserve, and will include an improved, more secure 
donation box. The third panel is for “river” information, and 
will describe the estuary project, water testing and provide 
an update on the river water quality during  the summer. The 
fourth panel, “land,” will focus on environmental education 
regarding the birds, mammals, and plants in the Preserve.

Restoration Much of the focus this winter is the ongoing 
weeding  of invasive plants and the creation of a hedgerow 
or natural fencing between the Preserve and adjacent 
neighbors. Part of the entry section has been sheet-mulched 
to reduce the non-native grasses and plants that were blan-
keting the area. Three part-time environmental stewards 
(Julie, Vickie and Josh) are hand weeding areas where native 
stands of indigenous plants are being threatened by non-
natives. More ivy and Armenian blackberries are being re-
moved from along the paths to the river below the fork. 
Work is also proceeding at the more remote areas of the 
Preserve where native stream dogwoods (Cornus sericea), 
California blackberries (Rubus ursinus), snowberry (Sym-
phoricarpos albus) and other native plants are starting  to 
make a comeback.

Screening  Panels The major visual change to the trailhead 
area has been the installation of screening  panels to soften 
the view by visitors entering  and leaving the preserve. The 
panels provide a visual screen of the portable toilet, the tool 
storage box, various recycling  and garbage bins, the over-
flow weed pile, plus any large trash items waiting to be 
hauled away. The goal is to keep the entrance appearance 
as uncluttered and natural as possible, while supporting  the 
ongoing restoration and cleanup operations. The screens 
are built from recycled redwood fence stakes, along  with 
boughs, limbs and other natural materials gathered from the 
area. They are designed to be removable as needs change, 
or in the event of flooding. 

Night in Venice: A Masked Ball in Villa Grande

Natalie Robb-WIlder and Rich Holmer work on screening panels.



Upcoming

Events

Online at: 
villagrande.org/calendar

January 24
A Night in Venice

Masked Ball
January 24, 7:00 p.m.

Deadline for  FoVG
 Committee Member

Applications
January, 2015

PPP Restoration
Work Parties

1:00-4:00 p.m.
Every Saturday

Community Educational+Social Potluck

Did you miss the first (possibly annual) Villa 
Grande Talent Show over the Labor Day 
weekend? It was a Rich Holmer and Nancy 
Lopes production of a way-way-off-
Broadway talent-fest featuring local singers, 

players, yo-yo tricksters, dancers, poets and 
actors struttin’ their stuff on the plywood 
boards (literally) of Firehouse Plaza.  Get to 
work on honing  your talent, just in case it 
comes around next year!

FoVG operates as an all-volunteer, 
community-based non-profit organization. 
In addition to the Board of Directors, which 
is elected annually, there are several com-
mittees that provide advice to the BOD and 
planning  for the organization. Committee 
members serve on a calendar year schedule, 
so we’re looking  for new recruits starting  in 
January. The standing committees are:

The Restoration Committee creates the an-
nual restoration plan, including a budget, 
and ensures all restoration work adheres to 
the Conservation Covenant created by the 
Sonoma County Agricultural Preservation 
and Open Space District.

The Recreation Committee advises the 
Board on related activities, including the 
boat anchorage, beach use and the 4th of 
July celebration. The committee also consid-
ers any issues addressed by the Recreational 
Covenant created with SCAPOSD.

The Estuary Committee monitors and re-
views the Sonoma County Water Agency’s 
ongoing Estuary Management project for the 
Russian River. This is the project that directly 
affects the river levels during  the summer, 
and is important to all recreational users. 
This past summer, SCWA added a sampling 
device (the orange ball in the river across 
from Patterson Point) to monitor water 
quality. For more information on the project:             
tinyurl.com/RRestuary

The Board is also considering a Membership 
Committee that will greet new residents and 
provide better communication between 
FoVG and its membership. Included in its 
charter would be oversight of the propane 
discount program on behalf of FoVG mem-
bers. 

If you are interested in serving on a commit-
tee, please email friends@villagrande.org 
expressing your choice.

Help Out - Join a Committee!

A group of neighbors and friends joined 
forces to hold a Villa Grande potluck party 
to end the summer season in late September 
in the town square. Representatives from the 
Sonoma County Sheriff’s Department, Monte 
Rio Fire Protection District and Sweetwater 
Springs Water District made brief presenta-

tions and answered neighbors’ questions. 
The event was a big  success, with plenty of 
Villa Granders meeting each other for the 
first time. Thanks to the organizers: Andrea 
Buffa, Pat Patricelli, Ruben Garcia, Ron 
Bosch, Rock Ross and Victoria Wikle.

Villa Grande’s Got Talent!

Three cormorants stand guard while one swims



On the web at
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